Eastern Region Textile Forum

taking textiles forward

ERTF Bulletin November 2023
ERTF website: https://ertf.org.uk

Hello everyone

I hope this finds you all well and enjoying the occasional days of bright autumn sunshine we have

been having.

My second bulletin as your ERTF Chair contains a number of items for your attention:

Tansy Hargan Workshop
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Janice Gunner workshop

Next up in our workshop offerings is a talk and a ‘Little pieces of
Africa’ workshop by Janice Gunner on Saturday 20t April 2024.
We hope that this will also prove popular and early booking is
advised. The booking form is now on the website page -
https://ertf.org.uk/ertf-talk-and-workshop-20-april-2024/ -

This was held on 14th October at the Box Moor Trust
and it was very well attended. I was sorry to be unable
to make it but all reports agree that it was an excellent
day with lots of creative ideas flowing and that Tansy
was a good, communicative, energetic workshop
leader.

Norah Stocker has written a lovely write-up of the day
for our website and our warmest thanks go to Carole
Nicholls for such a super, well-organised event.

where you can also find out more about the event.

Carole is very kindly organising this day. She has asked please for

your help in two ways:

a) Does anyone have a projector that will link to a laptop that
we might borrow? The hall we are using for the workshop
does have one but it sometimes proves unreliable and we

should like to have an alternative;

b) Please could members living nearer to the workshop

location (Barton-Le-Clay, Bedfordshire) volunteer to help

Carole with set-up etc.

Anyone able to help with either/both of the above should contact Carole on

carole.design@icloud.com
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St Albans exhibition 12 July to 3 November 2024

The September briefing at the Museum was very
enjoyable and useful for those attending.

The closing date for forms to be submitted for this
exhibition, and any proposed shop items, is 5th
December 2023. All background information
about this exhibition and the downloadable forms
can be found on the relevant web page at
https://ertf.org.uk/ertf-members-exhibition-9-
september-18-october-2024-st-albans-museum-

gallery/

2025 exhibition location

We are looking for possible suitable venues in the Essex/Cambs area and intend to apply to the
Babylon Gallery, Ely (https://www.babylonarts.org.uk/gallery/exhibitions.htm). Many of you
will know this lovely waterside space. Should our application succeed we will need an
exhibition organising team. Without this, we shall be unable to take advantage of the
opportunity. Please contact a member of the committee to offer help. We are also inviting
members to suggest a title for our 2025 exhibition.

Volunteering within ERTF

I am really delighted to let you know that new member Christine Lockton has volunteered to fill
the role of ERTF Secretary. This is excellent news. You can read about Christine and see some
examples of her excellent work on her member’s gallery page: https://ertf.org.uk/christine-

lockton/

However, I do need to ask for more help from you all. We really do need more volunteers to
serve on the committee, form part of an exhibition organising team and help with other
activities and events such as organising workshops, researching exhibition venues, organising
local meet-ups, etc. If everyone does a little it spreads the load for ERTF overall. At the moment
most of the organising is falling on too few shoulders and it’s not a sustainable situation.

If you are able to help, or would like to find out more, please contact one of the officers of the
committee (list attached to this bulletin). We currently have 47 members and would like to
make it easy for everyone who is able to do so to contribute - so please do step forward.

ERTF social media/website

Huge thanks indeed to Lucy Sugden who is doing an excellent job for us on Instagram, profiling
ERTF artists. If you are on Instagram, do tag @easternregiontextileforum in your posts and she
can pick them up. Thanks too to Frances Green who keeps our website ship-shape and also
looks after our public Facebook group.

Thanks

My thanks go to my fellow committee members for all the work that they do.
The committee met most recently on 19t November and key points arising are
captured in this bulletin. Our next meeting will be in February... which means
that in between it will be CHRISTMAS!

It may be a little on the early side to say it, but I wish you and yours a warm and

happy festive period and a very creative 2024.

Kindest regards, Maggie Hands, Chair, ERTF
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