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Hello everyone 
 
I’d like to open by saying I hope you are all enjoying the light, warm, sunny days of summer 
rather than picking an army of slugs off damp hostas, but I’m afraid the weather is against 
me! Let’s keep our fingers crossed that summer arrives soon. 
 
I am pleased to be writing again with a round-up of items and a request for action. 
 
Janice Gunner Workshop and AGM 

 
This was held on 20th April at the Clifton Community Centre in Shefford, 
Beds. It was my first formal AGM; those present were very generous to me 
while I learned the procedural ropes! Thank you all for bearing with me and 
to Cherry for her steerage through the 
agenda, and I am very glad that Jacky 
Glyde has kindly agreed to return to the 
Committee.  
 
The talk and workshop from Janice 
Gunner was really excellent and a 

number of glowing reports have been received from attending members. Janice really is an 
excellent teacher and her super stash of beautiful fabrics enabled everyone present to 
produce an unusual and inspiring piece. Carole’s very hard work in setting it all up for us 
certainly paid off – thank you Carole! 

 
St Albans exhibition 12th July to 3rd November 2024 

 
After all the planning, executing and organising (thanks to 
Frances and Catherina) this exhibition is nearly upon us. The 
glimpses I have had of artists’ work have been very exciting 
and I think this will prove yet another wonderful showcase for 
ERTF. The link to the museum post about our exhibition is 
here: https://www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk/whats-
on/passion-determination-vision 
 
As part of our exhibition a number of exhibiting artists are 
participating in Sunday afternoon Craft in the Courtroom 
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sessions. These are now up on the museum website – see 
https://www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk/whats-on/craft-courtroom 
 
I hope everyone can make it along to enjoy the exhibition. The exhibition flyer is being 
circulated with this bulletin so please do help to spread the word and encourage visitors. 
 
Magenta Kang workshop – 12th October 2024: Bojagi samplers 
 
We all, I think, know Magenta’s beautiful intricate work. This talk and workshop is a super 
chance to learn the skills direct from a real expert. Places are limited to 20 for this workshop 
to ensure Magenta has time for all participants as we make our mini-lanterns. Details are on 
our website https://ertf.org.uk/ertf-conference-12-october-2024-3-d-bojagi-samplers-with-
magenta-kang/ 
 
Christine is kindly circulating a copy of the booking form with this bulletin. Places are already 
booking up so don’t delay! 
 
ERTF social media/website 

 
Huge thanks indeed to Lucy Sugden who is doing a really excellent job for us on Instagram, 
profiling ERTF artists. If you are on Instagram, do tag @easternregiontextileforum in your 
posts and she can pick them up. Thanks too to Frances Green who keeps our website ship-
shape and also looks after our public Facebook group. 

 
Member consultation, 2024 

 
As you will be aware from Cherry’s recent email regarding suspension of membership fees 
for the year 2024/25, the ERTF committee has decided that a period of stock-taking would be 
useful. This is to determine: a) whether ERTF has the resources to continue with a range of 
engaging activities for members and, if so, b) what these should be.  
 
At our last committee meeting, it was agreed that we would undertake a consultation with 
members to address the above. A questionnaire is being drawn up and will be sent by post to 
all members. PLEASE take time to complete and return this. We really do need to take time 
together to work out what the ERTF of the future should look like and whether, between us, 
we can make it happen. 
 
And finally 
 
Just a reminder that the current ERTF committee comprises: 
Maggie Hands, Chair; Cherry Taylor, Treasurer and Membership; Christine Lockton, Secretary, 
Margaret Talbot and Jacky Glyde. 
 
My grateful thanks go to all of them for their very hard work supporting ERTF. 
 
Kindest regards,  
Maggie Hands, Chair 
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